INTRODUCTION
Nature, on its own, does not provide man with all the required paraphernalia for his wellbeing and overall development. Therefore, the greatest preoccupation of man ever since creation has remained to adequately provide for himself what is lacking in nature for his maximum wellbeing. For this reason, all human institutions-governmental and nongovernmental are designed in conformity with this main task of man. Be that as it may, all human institutions perform actions that complement one another in this direction.
The rising poverty level in Africa is one challenge which humanity have long confronted Specifically, the EU's more than a decade's development intervention in the rural communities of the oil producing states (Niger Delta) of Nigeria was a clear show of her commitment towards the global drive for the eradication of poverty in Third World countries. Within this period, she initiated and implemented the three phased Micro Project Programmes, MPP3 (2000 MPP3 ( -2004 , MPP6 (2004 MPP6 ( -2008 and MPP9 (2008 MPP9 ( -2012 for the nine states of the region between years 2000 and 2012 and expended over €210 million in the programme.
This UN charted EU intervention is indeed predicated on the World Bank's Basic Needs theoretical perspective of the 1970's which states that the aim of development policies in individual countries should be to meet the basic needs of the entire population including the rural dwellers (Thrirlwall, 1994:9) . It holds further that certain basic consumption goods such as food, clothing and shelter are to be met by everyone as entitlement and that such basic services as education, health services and clean water are necessarily to be made
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Inherent in the Basic Needs approach to development are the attractions of equity and social justice because the basic needs, which must be met, have to affect the entire population concerned equally. This development principle was duly imbued into the EUMPPs process of implementing all its range of projects. From the school blocks, health centres, water and sanitation projects, oil and palm kernel processing plants, market stalls, culverts among others, the processes were designed in conformity to positively bring about an egalitarian society; impacting equally on both the poor and the minority groups in the society (Nwaodu, 2010) .
The completion of the last phase of these EU-MPPs is now about four years and arising concerns include: to what extent did EU three Micro Project Programmes achieve the set goal? The general objective of this paper is to find out the extent the EU-MPPs contributed to achieving the UN declared poverty reduction by 2015 in the rural communities of the Niger Delta region of Nigeria. The study is to find out the extent the EU-MPPs rural development objectives (expressed in the words poverty eradication as enshrined in the Cotonou Agreement) have been achieved after four years of completion of the project implementation programme in the region.
In specific terms, the study is designed to find out, the extent the implementation of MPPs in the states reduced poverty or simply improved the standard of living of the people of those communities that benefited from the programme; as well as to find out what kind of administrative designs used in the implementation and the impact of such special designs in the achievements and sustainability of the MPPs in the area.
Using ex post facto research design, the study will also set out to analyse the implementation procedure of MPPs; examine the achievements and failures of the programmes, and recommend proper development measures that would accelerate over all development of the Niger Delta area in particular, and Nigeria in general. 
CONCEPTUALISING DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION

Africa's Public Service Delivery & Performance Review
The principle that guided the EU-ACP partnership was 'Fundamental Unity of Africa'
and her right to meaningful and sustainable development (Nnamdi, 2011) . The cooperation ensured that all the relevant international agreements and declarations were implemented for sustainable development in the African countries. Some of the important basis and objectives of ACP-EU cooperation was to achieve the Millennium Development Goals 
EU MICRO PROJECT PROGRAMS IN NIGERIA (PRE-1999 ERA)
From the outset, the Lome conventions provided for rural development in the ACP states through its emphasis on micro projects. The entire (Protocol no. Source: NewsWatch December 4, 1995: 10-11 Table 1 .1 above clearly reveals that EU interventions in Nigeria through the implementation of micro projects have been critical in not only institutional development but also increased standard of living rural communities across the country. It is obvious from the table that these interventions have been there for quite some time in the life of the country and that they cut across many sectors and sub-sectors of the nation's economy at the micro level.
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It will be noticed from the subsequent sub-sections of the paper that over time the EU has rather increased the scope, volume and amount of her commitments in Nigeria.
EU MICRO PROJECT PROGRAMS IN NIGERIA (POST-1999 ERA)
The EU development administration in Nigeria took a fresh dimension, character, and pattern with the latter's ratification of the Cotonou Partnership Accord in the year 2000.
This Accord which replaced the Lome Convention presented a new platform for the EU's development administration in not only Nigeria but in the rest of the ACP states.
In this new pattern of development cooperation, Nigeria and the EU agreed to imbue anti-corruption measures into the development administration machineries for the Niger Delta region. In addition to the proper utilization of the mapped out European Union Development Fund the strategy was also designed to support Nigeria's own efforts to use its own funding better through a well-orchestrated development administration institution.
This was as against former arrangements of organizing only stand-alone projects isolated from Nigerian structures.
It is important to note that in addition to the micro projects programmes (EU Development Administration Agency) in the Niger Delta which this paper is going to evaluate, the EU-Nigeria cooperation is also manifest in the following other programmes:
1) The Support Good Government and Water Sanitation in six states of Abia, Cross Rivers, Gombe, Kebbi, Osun and plateau with a total of £144m (N25) projected.
2) Reducing Child Mortality by strengthening immunization with £44 million projected for it. It is aimed at eradicating polio. In this study, it was discovered that from 1999 to 2012 the EU implemented over 20,000 micro projects to more than 4000 rural communities in the nine states it covered. This was in the b amidst numerous development challenges in the area.
The table below summarizes the EDF allocation to the different sectors of intervention in a state of the Niger Delta representing the other states as variation in fund allocation to states in the three different phases was insignificant. The implication of this is that not all the communities were expected to benefit from this first phase of the EU Micro projects in state region.
The content of the above table was not fully replicated in MPP9 which covered the period between 2008 and 2012 because it was barely complementary to MPP6. It had less budgetary allocation of fund from the European Development Fund and as such its impact level was less when compared with its preceding programme.
Analysis of Administrative Framework of EU-MPPs in the Niger Delta
It is fundamental to note the EU-MPPs had a development administration institutional 
Partner Organization -CSO
The partner organization performed the following roles: Contributing to project implementation with own funds, identifying community specific need and priorities, preparing project proposal, setting up Project Management Committee, keeping all records related to the project, executing project purchases, building community capacity, monitoring the project up to one year after completion, keeping copies of project documents for three years after project completion, and participating in any requested audit.
Community: the benefiting community on the other hand played the following roles:
contributing at least 25% of project cost in kind, labour or cash, setting up Project Management Committees, endorsing project purchases, keeping projects supplies purchases and adhering to the project sustainability plan, etc.
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Development of prototypes, Project selection and Monitoring Arrangement
Distinctions in the administration of these programs were seen in the development of prototypes of micro-projects, Project selection and Monitoring Arrangement.
In this case the Micro Project Management Unit MMU proposed designs not limited to the lowest possible cost but based on a best economical compromise between safety, uniformity, quality (duration) and conformity to existing State specifications. This was adopted around the programmes and it served to save the management possibilities of cost inflation and other such sharp practices that had negative effects on development programs in Nigeria in the past. For example, there were prototypes for school buildings, health-care centres, water sanitation projects, etc.
Project selection and Monitoring Arrangement. This was another area of administrative distinction in the EU MPPs scheme of things in the Niger Delta which ensures that the Monitoring Arrangements were alive and active all through the life of each projects.
The MPPs projects selection arrangements took into consideration some conditions before granting support to proposed projects. Indeed, its final choice of project depended on a choice made through the active participation of the women and youth groups among other special interests in the communities. The peoples' participation at all levels of project cycle guaranteed for provision of infrastructure best needed by the people.
In the case of project monitoring, representatives from all the interest groups in the society were made to constitute committees for the monitoring of the projects after completion. This monitoring arrangements follow -up development on the projects. Organisation which were as well involved in field operations and to the development of community-based participatory project monitoring mechanisms.
Reviews/Evaluation/Audits: the EU-MPPs had in-built independent evaluation and midterm review procedures that is carried out before the 24 th month after programme
start. An evaluation was also carried out at the end of programme. Independent auditing
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companies were contracted to conduct financial audit every two or three months, including inspections of randomly selected sites.
Conclusion
The paradox of persisting poverty in the oil producing states of Nigeria (Niger Delta region)
has remained a major concern to national and international governmental and nongovernmental agencies. With its triple-barrelled rural development intervention programme, the EU-MPP3, MPP6 and MPP9 (2000-2002) , (2003-2008) and (2008-2012) respectively. The EU delegation to Nigeria asserted that the programmes were put in place to help Nigeria attain the Millennium Development Goal of reducing poverty level to half by the year 2015. The two-fold concern of this paper included assessing the goal achievement and the administrative mechanism of the EU's MPPs. It therefore concerned itself with finding out whether the said projects were completed and functional. Secondly, whether the EU through the implementation of these multi-variant rural community based micro-projects programme in the region, achieved objective of reducing poverty by half in 2015. More so, as to how the administrative structure of the MPPs fared during the span.
An ex post facto research design was adopted in the execution of the study, and it combined historical and descriptive methods in which it collected and analysed data using a combination of observation, interviews, and review of existing relevant literature. It therefore x-rayed the various impediments that abound in the process of project implementations in the rural areas. The study concluded that EU MPPs made significant impact in reducing the high poverty level in the area. It was able to manage successfully such persisting development challenges as political domination and communal conflicts in the area, bureaucratic impediments and administrative bottlenecks/red-tapism, command hierarchical structure, corruption among others. Which have had long standing in rural development in cronyism, nepotism, using the above described special administrative model.
Recommendations
The EU-MPP6 model of projects implementation which is enshrined with all manner of transparency, administrative discipline and effective people participation at all levels of project initiation, planning, implementation and maintenance should be adopted by the That further development of the various administrations at various level of national, state and local government focusing mainly on EU0-MPPs structure could reduce communal classes and conflicts which usually frustrate development programmes, and enhance the administration of rural development in the country.
All tiers of government should allocate more funds to rural development and ensure that such funds are adequately utilized through development partners towards meeting the basic needs of the people.
The local governments should step up efforts in the mobilization of the local people towards the development of their areas. This should be done through matching grants readily available to those rural projects that are essential to the well-being of the people.
Manpower Development: the various tiers of government, the non-governmental agencies and the donor agencies should step efforts in manpower development especially as it relates to the maintenance of the rural development projects provided for the communities. This more important when the projects require semi-skilled manpower for its management, the will guarantee for efficiency and effectiveness in the management of the projects.
The study therefore concludes that the EU intervention model is an avalanche towards the achievement of halving poverty in a manner that ensures transparency, accountability and participation. This study argues that these tripartite alliances are essential pillars in the development discourse in terms of participatory development. 
